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As Albert embarked on a slew of ambitious digital transformation 
projects, they knew they needed a reliable and centralized way to 
govern their network.
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As the largest retail brand in the Czech Republic, Albert is dedicated to helping customers 
“eat better.” Each of its 350+ supermarkets and hypermarkets provide a top-notch 
shopping experience for local communities—and every one of those shopping experiences 
is underpinned by a highly distributed network of 1,500+ devices. As Albert embarked on a 
slew of ambitious digital transformation projects, they knew they needed a reliable and 
centralized way to govern their network. Enter: IP Fabric’s automated network assurance 
platform.

Enter: IP Fabric’s automated 
network assurance platform.

350+
Locations

1500+
Devices

https://ipfabric.io/blog/chu-toulouse-digital-transformation-network-security/
https://ipfabric.io/blog/chu-toulouse-digital-transformation-network-security/


Ensuring a smooth, 
secure project rollout
As they prepared to roll out digital transformation projects like Cisco ACI, SD-WAN, 
microsegmentation, and more, Albert’s network team needed a way to ensure that every 
change brought them closer to their goals, instead of causing unintended risks. But with a 
network as complex as theirs, that’s easier said than done. 

“We have a really heterogeneous network with lots of vendors,” explains Radovan Vojtek, 
Network Manager. “It was tricky to get different technologies and systems to communicate 
with each other.” 

For a business at Albert’s scale, network behavior could change overnight, creating a rift 
between network documentation and the network’s actual state. What Albert needed was a 
reliable source of truth—and they found it in IP Fabric. 

After installation, IP Fabric discovered and mapped Albert’s digital infrastructure from core to 
cloud to edge, all in a matter of minutes. Now, Albert’s network team starts every day by 
running a new snapshot of every device, connection, and configuration in their network. 

“IP Fabric is a tool we use on a daily basis,” says Andrej Puškáč, Network Specialist. “It’s the 
first tool I run in the morning because I can see what changed during the night. Before, if I 
wanted to check the status of the network, I’d need to use several tools. IP Fabric is the first 
tool that has integrated everything to create a complete picture of the network.”

In addition to taking daily snapshots, IP Fabric also delivers the visibility to run end-to-end 
path lookups to ensure that traffic patterns are flowing as they should. That means no 
bypassed firewalls, no misrouted traffic, and no misconfigured security controls. These path 
lookups also serve as timestamped evidence of compliance with internal security and audit 
processes, which can be easily exported to executives and auditors alike. 

“With IP Fabric’s normalized network insights, even colleagues who aren’t admins of dedicated 
vendor systems can see if their traffic will pass from an app server through this kind of service,” 
says Vojtek. “And they can use it by themselves, without our assistance.” In other words, by 
empowering other teams to self-serve network insights, IP Fabric freed up Albert’s network 
team to tackle the most high-impact projects.
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There is no tool like IP Fabric. Some tools have a subset of 
information, but don’t have the rest. IP Fabric is unique as it 
combines all your network insights into a single screen.

https://docs.ipfabric.io/main/IP_Fabric_Settings/Discovery_and_Snapshots/Discovery_Settings/Vendors_API/Cisco_APIC/?h=cisco
https://ipfabric.io/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/CS_DrMax_2024.pdf
https://ipfabric.io/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/SB_Security_2024.pdf
https://ipfabric.io/network-assurance-security-compliance-controls/


Keeping projects on schedule 
and under budget
As a part of their broader digital transformation initiative, Albert recently upgraded 1,500+ 
switches across their network. Step 1). Identify any switches in need of retirement. Step 2). 
Ensure that all new switches are configured according to business intent. 

“Before IP Fabric, we had most—but not all—of the information,” explains Vojtek. “We could 
plan some budget for switches and replacements, but if we didn’t know about some forgotten 
switches, that’s a cost of $20k.” 

IP Fabric prevented these unseen costs by generating a complete and accurate inventory of 
all the devices in Albert’s network, surfacing End-of-Life (EoL), End-of-Maintenance (EoM), and 
End-of-Sale (EoS) data in the process. 

“You can run inventory checks from accounting and serial numbers, so you can see if devices 
have been removed,” says Puškáč. From there, the Albert team runs a series of IP Fabric’s 
160+ built-in and custom intent checks to surface any baseline misconfigurations for prompt 
remediation. 

“It’s also useful to have EoL, EoM, and EoS data for planning future device replacements and 
budgets,” says Vojtek. “If we need to replace a switch in two years, we’ll know. If someone 
moved a device from one location to another, we’ll know.” 

With the success of their latest upgrade, Albert plans to implement next-gen firewalls in the 
coming year. 

“IP Fabric is ideal for this project because it can measure our progress daily,” says Vojtek. “We 
use IP Fabric as our source of truth. It’s the anchor for our environment.”
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“Trust me, you need IP Fabric.”

We use IP Fabric as our source of truth. 
It’s the anchor for our environment.

https://ipfabric.io/blog/ip-fabric-extension-improves-servicenow-automation-cmdb-accuracy/#how-does-cmdb-accuracy-affect-my-bottom-line
https://ipfabric.io/blog/6-ways-to-reduce-it-spend-with-a-network-digital-twin/
https://ipfabric.io/blog/ip-fabric-7-2-infrastructure-security-and-compliance/#simulate-manage-firewall-behavior
https://ipfabric.io/blog/6-ways-to-reduce-it-spend-with-a-network-digital-twin/
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 About IP Fabric
IP Fabric is the leading automated network assurance platform, offering a continuously 
validated view of cloud, network and security systems to improve stability, security and 
spend. Within minutes, the platform creates a unified view of devices, state, configurations 
and interdependencies, normalizing multi-vendor data and revealing operational truth 
through automated intent checks. 

By uncovering risks and providing actionable insights, IP Fabric empowers enterprises to 
accelerate IT and business transformation while reducing costs. Trusted by industry leaders 
like Red Hat, Major League Baseball and Air France, IP Fabric delivers the foundation for 
end-to-end network governance.

Learn more at ipfabric.io and follow the company on LinkedIn.

Access the demo

Don’t take 
our word for it
See how assurance can transform your 
approach to network management.

https://ipfabric.io/ip-fabric-guided-demo/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ip-fabric
https://ipfabric.io
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